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it is true, they have more dishonoured rhyme by their good
success, than they have done by their ill. But I am willing
to let fall this argument: It is free for every man to write,
or not to write, in verse, as he judges it to be, or not to be,
his talent ; or as he imagines the audience will receive it.

For heroic plays, in which only I have used it without the
mixture of prose, the first light we had of them, on the
English theatre, was from the late Sir William Davenant. It
being forbidden him in the rebellious times to act tragedies
and comedies, because they contained some matter of scandal
to those good people, who could more easily dispossess their
lawful sovereign than endure a wanton jest, he was forced to
turn his thoughts another way, and to introduce the examples
of moral virtue, writ in verse, and performed in recitative
music. The original of this music, and of the scenes which
adorned his work, he had from the Italian operas ; but he
heightened his characters, as I may probably imagine, from
the example of Corneille and some French poets. In this
condition did this part of poetry remain at his Majesty's
return ; when, growing bolder, as being now owned by a
public authority, he reviewed his Siege of Rhodes and
caused it be acted as a just drama. But as few men have
the happiness to begin and finish any new project, so neither
did he live to make his design perfect: There wanted the
fulness of a plot, and the variety of characters to form it as
it ought; and, perhaps, something might have been added
to the beauty of the style. All which he would have per-
formed with more exactness, had he pleased to have
given us another work of the same nature. For myself and
others, who come after him, we are bound, with all venera-
tion to his memory, to acknowledge what advantage we
received from that excellent groundwork which he laid :
And, since it is an easy thing to add to what already is in-
vented, we ought all of us, without envy to him, or partiality
to ourselves, to yield him the precedence in it.

Having done him this justice, as my guide, I may do my-
self so much, as to give an account of what I have performed
after him. I observed then, as I said, what was wanting to
the perfection of his Siege of Rhodes ^ which was design
and variety of characters. And in the midst of this con-
sideration, by mere accident, I opened the next book that